
FH WETLAND SYSTEMS Ltd.
Knocknaskeagh, Lahinch, Co. Clare, V95 W6N4.    Tel: 065 7075631

www.wetlandsystems.ie   e-mail: reeds@wetlandsystems.ie 

28 October 2025
Helen Conneely,
Ballinahown Community Development Company Ltd.,
Ballinahown,
Co. Westmeath.

Re. Water Management Plan Implementation Update, Oct 2025

Dear Helen,

Following is an update on the progress this year on the Water Management Plan at 
Ballinahown. 

Stormwater Constructed Wetland 
The stormwater wetland has been a central part of the Water Management Plan from the start; 
as a way to reduce potential overflows into the river and to improve the water quality there. 
The most recent step in the process has been liaison with the local community and in 
particular with the church, who are the owners of the land most suitable for construction of a 
stormwater wetland. 

Over the past year the land has been surveyed for levels and discussions with the church have 
taken place. An area of land has been agreed as a potential location, so the next phase is 
finalise permissions and to proceed with design and construction. 

The wetland here is expected to take in an estimated 50-60% of the stormwater from the 
village. Other pipes also flow beneath the older buildings within the village; and also to a 
point downstream of the Athlone road, as well as from the road itself. It is recommended that 
a drain survey be carried out to ascertain the source of the pipes entering both up-gradient and 
down-gradient of the Athlone Road so that these can be improved where needed as part of the 
Water Management Plan process. 

Water Quality Assessment Report 
Due to a combination of factors, the Q-value analysis of the River Worm proposed as part of 
the main Water Management Plan was postponed until this year. This is an assessment of the 
macroinvertebrates (insects and other similar species that live in the water) in the waterway. 
It gives a very clear reading of the long term quality of the water and helps to steer the 
decisions on how best to progress with water filtration measures going forward – although 
any waterway that is less than High Status (Q5) requires remedial input. 

The report was carried out by ecologist Matthew O'Neill from Co. Clare and echoes the EPA 
Map assessment of Moderate Status (Q3), but does provide additional detail. Notably that 
while the downstream sampling point (below the village) is classed as Q3, the upstream point 
(above the stormwater/sewage ingress point) is classed as Q3/Q4, which is Moderate to 
Good. Thus this shows us that the impact of the village, be that from the stormwater pipe or 
other ingress points as outlined in the Water Management Plan, are having a detrimental 
impact on the water quality in the River Worm. Thus the measures in the plan are well worth 
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